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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all L meet: 

fontly wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargocs, shurpers, and directors.— Pops. 
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ACTUALCALLING OF THE YORK COUNTY MEETING, 





The day for this important assembly, is at last fixed, upon 
the auihority of the Leeds Mercury, for Wednesday, the 22d 
inst. I have been anxiously attentive to the preliminary pro- 
ceedings; which have excited the more interest, on account of 
the unprecedented delay which has occurred since the attention 
ofthe county was directed to the measure by Mr. Fawkes. So 
Jute as last week, [ had some fears that the meeting would 
not take place. Rumours to that effect had gone abroad. And 
the Leeds Mercury, by inserting the following paragraph, did 
not at all lessen the apprehension of such a result. 

“The Ministerial papers have hatehed a rumour that the 
intended Yorkshire County Meeting is adjourned sine die. This is 
n mere fabrication, for which the public are indebted to the Leed® 
Intelligencer, and has not in ita single word of truth. The Com- 
mittee for receiving the signatures affixed to the Requisition, do 
net even meet till Tuesday next; and it was of course never in- 
tended that the County Meeting should be held till after Parlia- 
meat had assembled.” 

This singular paragraph was calculated to startle common 
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minds. What, besin to talk of a County Meeting uf the enc 
of one Sessions of Pari:ment, vlieh was not intended to 
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hardly to believed under the circumstances; and particularly 
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YORR COUNTY MEETING. 


3 


The measures recently takea by the friends of Parliameatary Reform 


un this county, with so much cclmiicss, and deliberation, but at the same 
time with so tnuch decision and eifect, ave now drawins towards their 
consummation. Oa Tuesday fast, Ge 7th inst.) the General Commiitee 


appointed to organize a County Meeting, to promote a Reform ina the 
Commons tievre of Parliament, assembled in the large room at Etridce’s 
Hotel, York, to receive the struaiares affixed to the requisition to the 
High Sherif. Ga castiigup the uumhers, it was found that upwards of 
four-and-tweaty Mundred freehaiders (tie exact camber was 2,423) had 


soned the requisiiiow, which bumber, had the necessity existed, might 


have been imercased fourfold, Speaking gerernily. the sicnatures were 
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“nose of the upper ard mide rank of frechoiders; aad, as the people 
who ive upon the taxes are accustomed to measure respectability, and 
intellect by the length of a man’s purse, we caa inform them, for their 
consolation, that the property of the requisitors amounts Co at least tea 
milliens ef pounds sterling. 

By the first resotation of the Committee assembled on Tuesday, it wag 
determined Ciat the requisidiga should be forthwith presented; and by the 
secoud, that Sic William Ameotts ingleby, Bart., M. Beverley, Esq., and 


° ° ° 
Pe ahny 7 F By z TET, t. > . fet ‘ te " e+ f .? ‘ rien - ot 
vicharad Sy nes, Lasthes Sil mad a3 < Cir it ‘tuted res CeVvUuULaLIOoONn to aise High 


Sherif to present the same. Ga Thassday the deputation waited upon 


\j 2 e \ ore weuel wera . ' ee rr weneon wh. couch ¢ 
Me, wethell, at aviSe, ana were vers COUrieaust:¥ cceivcue EO SUCH SA 
ae “<q — >. 48 OP - . S rate Z © e ad ey Pe a 1, 
requisition it was,of course, impossicic to return a negative, ana the 
. ° . e, . . ne 2 r .. et. ‘ ! *) n = . F . ; 
Sierif, without hesitation, fixed Wedoescay the 22d inst. for holding the 


meeting, despatcaiag directions at the same time to the Under Sheri, to 
issue the preper natiecs for convening the county on that day. Mr. 
Bethell, whs-e sherifalty exgires on ihe eve of Valentine's day (the 13th 
of Mel.) could not calla meeting ata more advanced period of the year; 
but he intimated (o the deputation, that, if the committee appointed to 
minage the business thought proper, they might withdraw the requisitions 
and present it to his suecessur in office. OF this effer the committee 
appoinied to receive the report from the deputation did not think it ad- 
visable to avail themselves, seeing that the meeting of Parliament is at hand, 
and thata number of other couaties, as appears from the correspondence, 
are waiting fo fellow the example of the County of York, We are fully 
aware, with ive iffel Sherif, that the season of the year is inauspicious 


for sssembling a county extensive and populous as this; but we are con- 


vinced that the cause ef parliamentary reform, and its intimate connexion 
with the public happiness and the national prosperity, will awaken adue 
degree of zeal in the county, and that the approaching Yorkshire meeting 
will be of such a character as to give a tone tothe other counties in 
England,—Leeds Mercury. 


This is something :—nor shall we dispute the propriety of the 
past deliberation, if the decision at last shall prodace anv thing 
worth the waiting for. It docs require time to rouse an ele- 
Phant from his slusbers; and though the lion is more easily 
waked, his rashness, it is adinitted, does sometimes plunge him 
into difficulties which a slower and surer pace might have en- 
abled hin to avoid, ‘Phe arrangers of the county meeting shall 
there‘ore have crelit for the euxtion of their movements ; but 
while the county moves at the pace of the elephant, we trast it 
Wil also exhibit the rational powere of the “ half- reasoning 
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animal ;” and arrive et its ultimate object with ali the certainty 
of au unerring iustivet. ‘Phe numbers of the requisitionists 
ought to confound the enemies of Reform, Nearly 2,500 free. 
holders in one connty, demand a County Meeting to take this 
wuportant subject Into consideratton, Estunating the county to 
contain forly thousand freeholdeis, nearly one sixteenth of the 
whole have signed the requisition ; aud the statement that four 
times the number of signatures might have been obtained, is no 
doubt perfectly correct. The declaratiea that the requisi- 
lionists are now worth ten millions, collectively, may not be 
quite so cerrect, for the operation of the system for the last 
five sears, has made sad havoc among freefolders particularly ; 
sone thousands of whom have found that a freehold in Eng- 
land is saddled with three rents—namely, one for the State, 
one for the Church, and one for the Poor; and that, when 
these prior claims are settled, the nominal freeholder is only 
fice to go wiihont any emolument himself. But this is not to 
the purpose. ‘Phey are freeholders, and may ve as important as 
any of theit predecessors, if they will onlw exert the spirit of 
their ancestors. There were many mea richer than HAMPDEN, 
bat his courage made him morse couspicuous thao them all. 


Phe frecholders lave answered the first appeal made te them 


in @anest wromot end manly manner. ‘Phev have come for- 
i 


ward, inurpre-edented numbers, to require a meeting :—anda 
Tory SheriF honestly confesses, that to refuse a requisition so 
powerfully signed, was impossible, "Phe Committee too, have 
at last sven with the eyes at which we have looked at this ques- 
tion, ‘Phey recotlected that the “ meeting of Parliament was 
‘at hand,” aud that their business had relation to matters 
which ought to be amongst the first that were agitated there, 
They recoliecied that other ecunties were waiting to follow their 
example;—io short, that all the spirit and patiiotism of the 
country were kept in suspense, until they should determine 
what ime of conduct they would adopt. It was, therefure? 


very proper to decline tu withdraw the requisition, until the 
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new Sheriff had taken possession o: his official authonily; as 
such a measure would have postponed the Meeting to the latter 
end of February, er the beginning of March; and the other 
counties, who are waiting to see whether the exainple set by 
York will be worth following, migat uot have been abic to have 
bad any meetings until the middle of April. The season of 
the year is not very ‘auspicious’ for ordivary parties of plea- 
sure, in Which ladies, aud men us efieminate as if they were 
dressed in petticoats, are accustomed’ to mix ; but the season is 


sufliciently auspicious for hunting, shooting, coursing, and the 


rs? 
customary sports of the fleid: and the herdy Yeonrnry of 
Yorkshire will hardiy shei. from the bury of following up 
their requisition by e fui attendance at th» Meeting, from 
any regard to the weather, or © tales of catarrlis got by thin-soled 
shoes ?° Tf such trifles, asthe dread of aride of thirty or 
forty miles should heep the referniers at home, let as hear no 
incre about public spirit, and patrotism, and so forth. The 
freeholders of York are also bound by more Ciaa tite ordinary 
necessity of doing ther duty ta such eases. “Poey have volun- 
teered an EXAMPLE fo the nation at lerge. ‘This they have 
done, after alone deliberation, Ttis no fonger ir. Fawkes 
wiio calls them forward, though he ies the merit, and the bo- 


rer? 


nour, of baviig excited the spirit that prevaus. “Phe frees 


’ 
i 
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‘ 
holders, as a body, have adopted the measure. Now, then, 


let us see what the freeholders willdo. Tf they will act asthey 
ovebt, the meeting will be the most Important that bas ever 
been held; andit would be well worth the while to take a 
journey from Loadon to witness the proceedings : aud so strong 
is the conviction on Gur minds that the freeholders will assem- 
ble in sufiicient number's toscare the enemies of reforas, and 
‘iat their conduct will be worthy of men, of Enelishioen, who 
meet to set an example io their countrymen at large--ethat i isnot 
the distance, nor the vealher, that will prevent our attendance, 


1 lie 


if we can find any ineans of disposing of the claiins wiitc 
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s % 


perious business possesses upon our tine. ‘This we hope to do. 
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it would be truly grad'ying to us, who have so long been cou 
tending for the necessity of reform, in the midst ot dangers 


- 4 a oe fil ee ne , seratinne 
that mieht have deterred some, and unger tie actual privations 

. t | 4:9 am : s — ‘ . } t 
which would jrave mmtimidated others, to witmess a solemn 


declaration of a whole connty:~- 


That to the want ofreformin the representation of ihe peopie, 
is to be attributed the enorm is scans of a debt, in the 


incurring of Which the public has had vo share, except the foily 


and credulity of permitting it to be ineurredin the name of 
That to the want of reform, has been owing the conversion of 


noininal represe ntatives of the onthe into the real dependents 
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of the adiniuistration of the niciane from which dependence has 


proceeded the waste of millions of the pabitc money, in the 


shane of open bribes, useless simecures, enormous pensions for 


te bul Oo} Rnd SE FVICSS § ana Ct pace SuidTles, wits eid qu ite rite 
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fies; unuila chain ef dependence upon the minister bas beeu 


ercate cd, wine 2 Gee eel Pirate $0595 osed@ representatives into mereenary 
hirelisss ; and destroys all the 


» hp 09a *O) dc SK rable rae "9 Be. . 
ws 32 Paemary protection of the 


people against the encroaciuf®us of power, and the abuses of 
authority. 


That to the want of reform has it been owing flat no equiia- 


ble revision of the appropriation of the Charch property bas 
yet taken place; although it is notorious that eighteen miilions 


of people ta the British Islands contribute more to tie miinte- 


nance of some seventeen thousand minsters of the established 


Se AT ee I! ee i ee Lome eee eee | 
Crurel, the members of witch Go not exceeG seven multons:-— 
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a greater sum than is paid by the whoie Cauristian world besides, 


Ceonsistisg of two hundred miltons) for the maintenance of the 
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Sive LA@XQUOU, Walcub iis Hibibtea pauperis, ithe tite Cast 


of maintaining the parochial poor of England bas alinost ap- 
proached in amount the total expenditure ou the government of 


the country, including the army, wavy, and colonies, in the seas 
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i7O2:—a taxation which has long si.ee exhausted the profits 
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of the industrious part of the commusiy, and is now making 
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Phat to the want of nee has been owing all the intrigues of 


] P ; 


: 1 Ie 2.8 4 Se ? ‘ 
naity-—all the dissentions which have distracted ihe country— 
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all the oppression on the ene hand which las eagendered dis: 
content—and aiiihe vindictive persecution toe vhich the consti- 
tutional expression of discontent has given rise -— 


That reform, and reforns clone, exterded so far as to render 


the supposed constituliepal axiom—that ve maa can be legaily 
taxed who is not represceted in the legislature—a literal truth, 
instead of a virtual falisey, or an absolute talsehood—is the ne- 
cesgary preliminary fo any remedy for the national grievances ; 
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each reform being the eoly remedy for the epeatest grievance 


a them all. 
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were accustomed to stop th e supplies when the Crown reiused 


to attend to their complaints, the peopic Lave the same remedy 


in their own hands, should they find their mock representatives 
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tinnitating regal oppressors in a Cisre 
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‘bo hear these truths PEGs Jalmed by the dur rest county in the 
lungdom, might do something la the way of warning to those 
Whose fears must he operated upon, before any sense of justice 
can be awakened in their besoms, 
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22d; and furnish them with instructions on the behalf of 
their constituents. And those which have not representa- 
tives, or where the representatives are not likely to comply with 
the request of their electors, should entrust the expression of 
their sentiments to such of their neighbours as may attend at 
York. By this means, the sesse of the county may be taken, 
without any difficulty ; and then, if the Meeting should not be 
80 numerously attended, as would be the case at a more favour- 
able period of the year, the sentiments aud feelings of the 
country, at least, may be present, and produce the wished-for 
effect. We trust we need not appeal to the Reformers of Leeds, 
Shefiteld, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Barnesley, Dewsbury, and 
throughout the West Riding to DO THEIR DUTY, on this oc- 
casion, as they did on the last, when the array mi the Castle 
Yard struck terror to the inmost recesses of the hearts of the 
Winions of the system; aud produced that maliguent act of 
impotent revenge, the dismissal ef Earl Fitgwiliam from the 
Lord Lieutenaney of the county. ‘This prectous speeimen of 
Ministerial desnotism, is not vet forgotten; and the county has 
vet to shew ifs! i can exercise its right of assembiiig, notwith- 
standing the Ministers have placed a friend of their own at the 
head of the connty. Tf the Reformers are at all alert, we may 
have the recorded sentiments of more than a hundred thousand 
present in the Castle Yard, in addition to the thirty or forty 
thousand who may be present i person, to give effect to those 
sentiments, and give the corruptions of the system a home 
thrust, from which they will never recover, “Tie Reformers 
have now greater meaus at their disposal to give eficct to their 
sentiments, than they Gave ever nad. The prices of provisions 
are low; and this bas rendered the manufacturing interes: 
brisker:—but they should remember, that to keep provisions 
low, and labour in demand, they must obtain a Reform in thie 
represeniation ; or their turn to suffer again, as they have so 


Severely suffered before, will assuredly come. It is the cunning 
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of the systein to keep shifling Us pressure from class to class, 
that the whofe may never unite to put a stop to it; but the Re- 
formers 2re now aware of all its taruings and doubles; and if 
they are ever again its dupes, the fanit must be entirely their 
own. Men are too often negligent, when want does not 
actually drive them to exertion: but this reproach, we are 
satistied, will not attach to the enlizhtened Reformers of 
Yorkshire, who have hitherto united courage and discretion in 
a most conspicuous degree. 

Though the Reformers of the West have been particularly 
mentioned, there are honest hearts, and able lieads, in the East , 
and in the North Ridings. Every town will sead some one, or 
more; —andthey will proceed to tie grand arena with ten-fold 
more sprit, when they are sent thither cusrged with the expres- 
sion Of the sentiments of their neighbours, os we'll as for the 
purpose of expressiog their owii; aid a imeetiig so convened 
in every fowy, would supply the means of unanswerably ex- 
pressing the sense of the couaty. The demand for reform, and 
retrenchment botii in charch aud state, would come with tenfold 
force; and ii would be a matter of great curiosity tosee who 
would venture to argue against them epon the hastings. There 
are bi the county certain anonymous seribblers, who fight 
behind a screen of black cloth, by the help ef a prostituted 
press; and we have heard tliat some of them are extremely 
clever, We should be extremely glad to te fry heir streagh, in 
an onen jield. Tf theyecan convert us to ajsaving faith in the b/s- 
sings of taxation, the advantages of an overpaid church, and 
the benefit cfan intolerable load of debt and taxation, let thet 
do it! Butit is both cowardly, and ridiculous, to rail at us for 
not believing before we are instructed in these matters. They 
assuredly would not themselves believe the receipt of ten shil- 
lings isthe receipt of a pound sterling; eventhough ten shil- 
ings will now purchase as much asa pound sterling would 
have done:—and it is somewhat toohard to ask us to believe 


that we are only paying ten shillings when the taxgather will 
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have a pound, though the pound wilt purchase as muca as twa 


pounds were wout to do, Now, however, 1s the time to pat 
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them to the test in appear. Weare willing to listen 
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to then see to be converts, if they can convert us. Let 


what reasan they fpive 
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Until we meet i: the Castle Yard, fellow-freedcliers, and 


brother reforiners 2ien 
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Republic, fur this ten or twelve years to come. The sett of 
Prussia, with the same caution, miylt probably reign hall thay 


time. Germany and [lalyv, W not goaded too hard, might 
, ; : ns > c } -¢ ‘ . u ‘ 7 

endure the Austiian dominion for the same pertod; andifs 

: 1 i . ; ae Soe oe {* a 
very prucent ana very wise nan, were chief councilor of the 


ourbons, thes eign maintain their footy in branee tor: 


twelve months, # Louis the “ Destred”? Gide net happen to bye 
wanted in heaven before that time bad expired. 


But monarchy has such bad advisers abroad. that Tiauch 


bLae 


fear it cannot well calculate upon living more than half these 


periods. That despetic monarchs should be wise, it would he 
ridiculous to expect; asthe power of an unlimited indulcence 
of the passions is utterly at variance with the qualities of which 


wisdom is the result. But they need not have absalue fools 


in their counsels, wuless they choose to have them. Lectistrone 


wiih cna dee ’ -_ we ‘ -, creme? “mane é rh , myers. ata ' 
and fooush riders are Ce rany caitious fo avoid Vicious 
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‘yy 4%. - “ ee pee ie » 4 ‘ el lin “1 = c wat 
horses: from the natural ealculation that the discretion of the 
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brute may coun eusate in some measure for the femerty of tie 
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fwo- legge ad sin ipieton ; and “ MMonareks nig ft be 8s Wise as 
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thick-headed foxhunters, and take care to mount po beasts but 


a eee ee 
sucil as they cowid Wabuce. 
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fhe result of the Congress of Verona, however, convin 
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Ces 
me that both Monarchs and Ministers aie all dwvailes 2 UT! 


’ ‘avons . 
v3 e sit o 


Wines? plan would be to biuid a POUR ul bedlaia and furnisis tt 


eet 4 - : _* ewr. . : . 
with crowns and sceptres, for their amuscinent. With this ' 
they have neither business, nor repute. 
_ ° . . rent ‘ ] F ,* 2 . 
Canst thou believe 4? The three despotic powers of Rassia, 


Austria, and Prussia, have nublished theie cisliZze cf the 


Spanish revolution, Their deslike / alas!—'There was no 
thought of pleasing them im ihe matter, 1 remember a 


7 7 { . : ‘ P 
foulish fellow who railed atthe heaven, becauses it retned 
when he waiked abroad in a owew habit! He did pn 
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form, it might show itself!” Bravo! But how do they repel it ¢ 


By pronouncing their “ unanimous sentence of disapprobation ” 
Here is the fool railing at the rain again! Who heeds their dis- 
approbation? Those whoin they can coerce—but with respect 
to those, their disapprobation need not be expressed :— 
would be sooner fell. 

Naples and Sardinia were put down—and now tie Liody 
Allies rejoice “ at being able to leave the care of (he secunty 
and tranquillity of the people to the princes to whom Prori- 
dence has entrusted them.” These Holy Alties then are wiser 
than Providence. ‘Thev are obliged to interfere to set matters 
tight, when Providence has put a people into the hands of a 
stupid and ridiculous despot ? Phis 1s rare sport royal! Pro- 
videace makes foolish and tyrannical monarchs, and the rest, 
equally as foolish and tyrannical, club their forces to keep 
them on their thrones, thet the people may be tormented to 
the end ef time! Even the Grand Seignior, as a fellow-tyrant, 
has a clan to their sympathy; and they mourn with bin over 
the rebeliion of the Cirecks, which these holy Caristian alte 
eall a rash and criminal enterprise! Low ditferent this to 
the character of the Greek Struggle agaist ‘Torkish tyranny, 
by the P esident of the United States; who nobly expressed his 
hope, as tie head of a free state, thet Greece might triumph 
over, and emancipate herself from, the “ gloomy despotism,” 
site which she had been so long degraded. We shall have 
the Hiviy Alfies attacking the United States, as seen as they 
can unpress upon the society of whales the necessity ef trans- 
porting Russian troops ou their backs, to ascertain what prince 
Providence intended to entrust with the keeping of tle Ameri- 
cans, and to plage them under proper subjection to degiéiuale 
authoriiy ! 

Poor Spain! Thy revolution, to thee productive of so 


many, and such incaleulzble blessings, is sadiy reprobated by 
these royal babies! It is the worst thing that ever happened — 
forthem! Ah! There lies the secret. They professa sincere 
friendship for Ferdinand; and, in truth, the friends are 
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worthy of each other. But good monarchs, (begging your 
pardon for calling your greatnesses good) why should you utter 
barefaced falsehood? This is placing yourselves on a level with 
froward urchins, who persist in untruths the more stubbornly 
when they are detected. You say—‘ All Europe must ac- 
knowledge that the system pursued by the monarchs is in the 
most perfect harmony with tlie well understood interests of the 
people, and the strength of the governments!” This is false; 
or Ferainand had yet been a tyrant, and his people slaves! 
What will these imbeciles do to restore his power? 

Spain sees the injustice which this blustering 13 meant to 
hide:—and it is probable that the Monarchs may have more 
upon their hands than they wish. They recal their ambassa- 
dors, and would destroy Spain if they could. —Spain knows 
this; and well calculates that their weakness ts her strength.— 
Already the Constitutional troops of Spain have replied to the 
silly conduct of France and its allies, by chasing the banditti 
fostered by the French ministry into the French territory, and 
there making a terrible exampie of the traitors to the freedom 
and happiness of Spain! This has redoubled the hatred of 
the French ultras, and they madly call for arms to restore to 
Ferdinand the crown which they say ‘‘he holds only from 
God and his anecstors!” God, however, by his agents, 
the wise and the free, has deprived him of it; and_ his 
dead ancestors are quite as competent to restore lis power, 
as the French Ultras! ‘Thus do the simpletons provoke a crisis 
which it is their grat interest to avoid; and, like Sampson, 
without his motives, they drag down their temples upon their 
own head:. 

i will now treat thee with lighter matter, which may, how- 
ever, ussume as deep a hue, as the day of the Boroughwnon- 
gers decliaes in Britain. A correspondeut writes me to the fol- 
lowing efiect :-— 

‘ Thefarmers have begun to cut and run about this quarter. 
One case, in particular, was last week managed to a miracle, — 
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ne De WERE ee 
TO THE ENITOR 
ODD AFFAIR AT PETERSFIELD. 
Mr. E DITOR, —We sometimes fied that wou 


ids produce a 
fever, Which Chas in n 


in mortification and death, Ni mw, if such 
sould be the res 1 the case Lam about to allude to, I fear 
e Coroners o tir) ‘oul | be ‘qtGed i pronouncing, at least, a 
verdict of Manstanghler woulnst you Pray do not be alarm- 
ud; and FE will endeavour to tell you the story: —Aetter which 
appeared in your Biack Dwi ‘| i Wedhesda y, the 25ih of 
December, dated from ‘this place, “(the allusions in which none 


1 t 30 ots S ys 
of us could uudersiagd, ualess tie author of it did, as no names 


‘ 

were mentioned) so wounded the feelings of a gentleman re- 
siding here, though almost a straiger to the place, that le has 

Be te deliricus! ‘Bs the astonishment of the town, the 
eip seemed to ft him so v elt, that he put it on without hesita- 
tion, and stul wears it! The hige and feverish state of his 
blood, fiom the wound he supposed be bad received, was appa- 
rent to every one; for he called (uot mai s what ‘he did) on 
your worthy acquamfaice and ageul | ik >, in astate of absolute 
fenzy; ana the poor fellow, trembling every ca, fancied 
himseif at the moment to be e ade © Jeri 1 Spek” and 
expected no jess than ey the doughty “ i ajor Sturgeon,’ 


would anailulate hin; or, im the words of the orginal Jerry 
e 


Iimese! if, thet he would ‘ * hae him down with one boot, and 


Fain betas Into lite Oth er. 


bam happy, however, to tell you that your fitend escaped 
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unhurt; but he has been under my care ever since with bes pul- 
salion at upwards of eighty from the effect of the fright, and 
though the wifortunate Major's fever is a littleabated, a severe 
mortification has evidently taken place, still T hope there ts no- 
thing mortal about it; but he left the town afterwards in a very 
disturbed state of mind, and some of his friends ace most anxi- 
ous for his safety. 

For my part [ cannot see any thing in the Dwarf which ap- 
plies to the Gentle: an as in the way he seems to imagine ; for, 
in the first place, itis well known that the individual L allude to 
has not been tern from his wife and family, by being sent to 
reside here. 

Iu the next place, he is not on all occasions the “ second fid- 
der,” when there is any thing going forward here in the musi- 
cal way ; for 1 well recollect that at a Revel which we lately 
had, he played the first fiddle, no other fiddler of any note 
being present. Tallow he may have been chief musician on 
that occasion, only pro lempore ; but be that as it may, T know 
that the whole management of the concern was thrown upon 
his hands, THE pIRECTORS OF THE CEREMONIES himself 
not being there ; aud { further know, froin gooa authority, that 
this poor unfortunste fiddler even paid upwards of forly 
shillings, out of his own pocket, in buying treacle and buuns 
for the boys, and «mocks and ribbens for the girls; and which 
has not yet been repaid to him by his employer; theretore I 
humbly conceive, Mir, Editor, that his case is much to be pitied 
(whatever his feddée may be); and if the letter in your Dwarf 
did allude to hia, your correspoudent did not do hin justice. 
Lhope, in order to shew that his susceptibie huagination has 
misled hiim—to satisfy his friends, and to set the matter ina 
clesier light, you will oblige me by giving this a placein your 


next. [ remain, Str, Your weil wisher, 
Petersitelld, January 2, 1823. OLLAPOD, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The MS. of © Jare Divino” was received safely, and will be made 
such use cf as occasion may require. Mr. A. has cur best 
thanks for iris Kind a'tention to provide us with useful materials. 

The Petersfield letter, relative to the dismissal of Mr. Trimmings, 
was found tuo long for insertion ta the present Dware, It shall 
appear inthe Barrios Gazerre, aud in our next. 

The article from Coventry, with soe comments, in our next, 

We have received £1 froma penny subseripiton at Leicester, per 
Mr. Webb, for Mr. Waddington. We have also to acknowledge 
£i fromthe Reformers at Hinckley, and 10s. from the Camlachie 
Friends, near Glaszow, for Mr. Lewis; also 10s. for Mr, Peter 
Watson frow the Camlachte Frieuds, and £1 10s. 0d. from the 
Friends at Leicester, per Mr. Bailes, in smoke-penntes, Peter- 
peace, and hen-pennies, 
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TREATMENT OF THE ELVCTORS OF PETERSOROUGH, 
BY MR. SCARLETT. 





Nothing can more strongly shew the degraded condition vt 
the Borough-Electors of Eugland, than the following leiter, 


which has been written to the Electors of Psterborough, bw 


Mr. Scarlett, after his defeat at Cambridge. It seems he re- 
signed his seat at Peterborough, to qualify himself in all points 
for the representation of the University; but, having failed 
inere, he returns to Peterborough, and expects to be again ac- 


cepted. 


* GENTLEMON,—-Dothing but the pressure of my profes- 
sonal engagements prevented nie from waiting upon you ita- 
mediately upon the conclusion of the contest for the University 
ef Cambridge; I intend, however, io have that pleasure as 
sven as Tam released from my present duties, which I trust will 
uot be jaler than the approaching holidays. If I postpone t:il 
that period az explanation of the motives which mduced me tu 
embark in that contest, it is because I feel not on!y that itis 
my duly to give you this explanation in person, but such wil 
be the most satisfactory method of doing it. In the meantime t 
trust you will do me the justice to believe that I set the highest 
value upon the honour of represe iting vow in Parliament, and 
that the particular circumstances which led me to contend for « 
share inibe representation of the learning and science whieb dis- 
tinguish the place of my education, an‘tof my early associ- 
ations, were perfectly consistent with the prufoundest respect 
jor the Electors of Peterborough, aud with the most gratefi, 
recollection of their past favours. Be assured, Gentlemen, 
that 1] shalliu every situation, an:lat aH times consider your 
interests and prosperity as amongst the very first objcets of my 
duty, and that in soliciting a continuance of your savour and 
support at the Ldecticn, which I fear must be the consequence 
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of my recent struggle, I ask for that which is amongst the dear. 
est objects of my reverence and a/fenticn. 
“ Theve the lonourto be, geutlemen, 
* Your most ovliged and faithful servant, 
«J. SCARLETT. 
“" New-street, Spring-gardens, Dec. 4, 1822.” 


There is nothing singular in the facts of the case; suck 
things happen frequently, bnt the actors do not often attract 
public attention. Sheridan attempted to play the same trick 
upon the Electors of Stafford, after having deserted them for 
the expeeted representation of Westminster; but Stafford was 
not aclose borough, and he was sent to renew his vagrant 
addresses in some other quarter. Peterborough is said not to 
be in a condition to resent the insult ;—that it is so completels 
under the influence of Earl Fitzwilliam, that although conta inisg 
900 electors, there is neither spirit to eflect, nor even honesty 
to wish for independence. This we can hardly believe. If such 
hodies of electors are willing slaves, there is not virtue enough in 
ihe country to form the basis of any effectual reform. These 
900 Electors ave their rights and their respectability in their 
own keeping ;—and if they will be so base as to put up with 
insults like these, they deserve them, aud have no right to com- 
plain that they are given. 

There is not a man amongst them, wio must not feel the 
iasult, of which the evident contradiction of the letter is not the 
least offensive part. How a man can set the Aighest raluc 
upon what he voluntarily resigns, to seek soiething else, re- 
mains to be explained by some unknown fiction of law: — 


and that the abandonment of the ignorance of Peterborough 


for the Zarning and science of Cambridge, can be *‘ consis- 
“tent with the profoundest respect for the Electors of 
“ Peterborough, and the most grateful recollection of ther 
‘(past favours,” is also perfectly unintelligible to pla men, 
who are not versed in the fictions before mentioned, Tne 
truth is, that the letter is addressed to the wrong parties. It 
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should have been sent to Earl Fitzwiliam, the patron, and not 
to the electors. It would then have been in substance this :— 
“Tt is perfectly consistent with your Lordship’s politics, that 1 
“ should vacate the representation of Peterborough, in order to 
‘‘ take the chance of an election at Cambridge ; because, if I 
“succeed, I shall thereby keep out a Ministerial Member, and 
‘‘ add one vote to our party, by enabling your Lordship to put 
“in another representative for Petérborough; while JF shall 
‘ever entertain the profoundest respect for your Lordship, and 
“the most grateful recollection of your past favours.” 

This would have been candid, honest, and intellisible, to all 
parties; and though not very complimentury to the nominal 
electors of Peterborough, it would have been less insulting than 
to mock them witha pretended deference to their opinions, 
which is not felt; and the mockery of an application to them 
for suffrages, which the learned gentleman is evidently convinced 
they have it not in their power to withhold! The electors, 
however, If they dare exert themselves, have the remedy for 
this insolenee in their own hands. Mir. Scarlett fears there 
must be an election! Why, there certainly must be something 
called an election; and it depends on the electors whether t 
shall be areal election, or a shain one. We are aware that 
Earl Fitzwilliam is extremely popular in the neighbourhood ; 
and we have heard also, that his reduction of rents, with the 
influence of his private virtues, have rendered his popularity 
ouly the just tribute to many virtues. This we are willing to 
believe ; but, if he is so good, and so just, he cannot be 
offended with the determination of the electors to cluse a re- 
presentative who will not be induced to desert them, for the 
greater honour of representingthe learning and science of any 
other place. Earl Fitzwilliam can only wish that his party may 
not lose a vote, aud that the Ministerial party should not be 
sirengthened, But thereis little fear that the electors should 
return a Ministerial Member if left to their own chvice ; and if 
would be an act of gross injustice, as wel! as gross folly te at- 
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tempt to furce upon them, an individual, who cares so little for 
ihem as not to be contented with a seat inParliament, nomina!- 
ly on thar behalf, 

The representation of one part of the people ought to be as 
respectable as that of any other :—the more so, as Members of 
Parliament tell ns, that thev are Representatives of the whole 
nation, and not of any particular portion of it. If this were 

Mr. Searlett was a3 much the representative for Cambriige, 
when fie sat for Peterborough, as he would have becn, if 
elected for Cambridve itself. This conduct, however, dis- 
proves this pretence; and shews that there is a difference be- 
tween the election of men whio reaily posssess the elective fran. 
chise, and a borough nomination, ou behalf of those who are 
erly mocked with the name of —— Mr. Scarlett felt 
there was vo honor in being the nominee of Earl Fitzwilliam, 
and was anxious to emancipate vines from the thraldom of 
such a patronage, by procuring au independent seat. This was 
aright feeling, and would have deserved the highest praise, had 
it not been followed by such a servile appeal to be replaced in 
the chains which be had renounced. To retain a seat in the 
House, on any terms, Ge has eoncescended to write a letter, ot 
which he must be veartily ashamed when he sees it in print: 
and at which he should have blushed wher he dispatched it 
from his closet. The voters of Peterborough ave now locked 
io for thetr answer; and if they doe not answer it as such a 
composition deserves to be answered, they will not much dis 
appoint us, but they wili eternally cograde themselves. 

We are not desirous of saying any thing to the prejudice of 


Mr. Searleit, personally; bat we are anxious to prevent an 


~ 


Engiish electign, wuich might be fair and free, from being 


farce, ia compliment to any man, 


converted info a ridiculous 
Mr. Searleit is an able man, and attends pretty closely to his 
Pariiamemiary duties .fie professes great liberality of priacipte 


though ! his professional conscience is rather elastie on certain 
eecasions, when briefs are offered tu him on behalf of the 
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ccown, to supply the place of the Attorney General. His con- 
demnation of the Manchester Massacre in the House of Com- 
nions, and his prosecution of Mr. Hunt and his companions at 
York, was asad illustration of the morality of the bar ;—and 
his legislative proposition to prevent the poor from marrying, 
was no better proof of his regard for the interests of his consti- 
tuents ;—but foe all this there are far worse members of Parita- 
ment than Mr. Scarlett ; and we have no ebjection, coistituted 
asthe Lower House is, that he should have a seat there, if lie 
ean obtain one fairly; bat his talents do not authorise him to 
offer such an insult as this to the common sense of any portion 
of the community ; and we do trust the electors of Peterbo- 
rough will vindicate themselves. 

Chis is a favourable period for exertion among ail the various 
classes of voters. “Theie is now no fear of beivg turced out of 
farms, and houses, for venturing a vote against a patron’s will 
aud pleasure. ‘The influence of property is fading with the 
decay of property; and landlords are much more likely to be 
dependant upon tenants, than tenaits upon taudlords, for some 
time tocoue. Besides, iu such 2 poited case, we do not think 
Earl Fitzwilliam would venture to interfere. Let the electors, 
therefore, look round, and invite some candidate to stand for- 
ward. There are many who would wish for no higher honour, 
than to represent the town, 

Mr. Cobbett lias, indirectly, offered himself as a candidate: 
and we regret to perceive that this has induced Sie Charles 
Wolseley to withdraw his intention of becoming one ;—for Mr. 
Cobbett dees not pledge himself to a contest; and sucha 
matier ought not fo be left to © depea‘t upon any civcumstances.” 
This is a species of trifling which is always mischievous, Others 
hesides Sir Charies, in deference to the great abilities of Mr. 

Sobbett, aight be induced to leave the ground open for lim > 
and this mizht be well enough, were it certain that he would 
oceapy it. Bat there ought to be no uncertainty about the mat 
ter—no doubt about the actua! appearance of a candiuate, when 


VoL. X. Ne. 3. 
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t shall take place :—or the electors may be left with- 
out the means of expressing their feelings, ‘Fhe only way to 


prevent this, is for the electors themselves to call upon some one 


the CONES 


to come furwar. 


Clit 


, and enable them tu exercise their franchises 


iner. "Phey should take care of their 
cwnintercsts ; and this isthe enly way in which it can be ac- 
. We should iike to see a spirit of this sort roused 


im aborough. It would give us hopes that something of the 
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heoterer day buavine oeceston to ¢o into the ety i was de- 
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fined on eecount of same business rather later than Lexpected ; 
Te RE aa ey eee Ba oss 514) 9 ot a. i j or Dates: 
VCR, PAVIRG udered into that part of it veleped Little Britain, 
3 . . a ee i ha ine ate ; 
G i ny % cell somes irat me B2OTYV, ay Bose al thre e same time 


; - z i. 
behtr assatled by the savoury {tunes from a chophonse, I stepped 
~ ~~ , . 


re 
mio mw, for shave double purpese of res lng nHiys — and all aylg 
ravings of my apnetite. Having t ‘ken my place, and broiled 


were 


= 1. 4 orf < "Ree pe” ts 
ny sfeukK ¢ § TOK uD Lite i LIneSs ee) see weed =—_ were 
voing, [| 


' eoun fo read au article entitled, « Distress of the 
country; when a tall, thin, a terly man with a moe nose and 
bushy pegeures s, With keen erey eves, having altogether the 
impearance of great shiewduess and penetration, approached 


the box adjoining to mone, in which sat a stout elderiy genile 
monwho seemed ta have seen better davs. His appearance Was 


quite the reverse of that of the ew ins he was a stout 
mace, intddle sized man, with a good-natured expression of 
bearing evident marks of chagrin, as if his 
uuairs hadat gone so well of fate, as formerly 

upon an article in the Courter entitled, § Tax- 
ation the cause of Gur prospertiy,” and was scratching his head 
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a¢ a ian sometimes does on meeting with any thing that puzzles 
nin, when the tal! _ noman umade uD to him, and after eyeing 
him for some time as if to recognise him, he addressed him with 
° Mr, Buil, if T am a mistaken.” Phe oth er lax ked up, and 
putting up his spectacles on his forehead, he ta his turn exa- 
seshani the tall man all ens before “answering him; and then 


i 


ipparently not recogmging him, he answered, ‘ The same, Sir, 


at your service’ —* Als,’ Said the tall man, ‘fT see Mr. Bull 
you don’t recollect me; end indeed av creat wonder, fer it’s a 
long time since we last inet: but surciy you haven't forgot your 
ald : bour Richard, who used to- go by the name “of Pour 
Richard? “No; that iedeed T han’t,’ said Mr. Bul, rising and 
haking dim cordially bv the hand; © F han’t forgot you, and 
tis mot likely Fever shall; for I remember you us ed to give me 
mc good adsice when Twas a boy, aud Twish you had been 
hand of to have advised me; for t hrough want of 
wee crvants having homesed upon me, Pam no 

eer as Drespercus as Ewes whea yeu knew me.’ So I have 
heard eh idl Richard, ‘and it is in consequence 
fina, Fam ec ver from the banks of the Ueclaware to see 
with iny ewn eves Gow things are golmg wilh you; for though 
i have long been ¢ ynifortabl led in the new world, | han’t 


v 
isrgot my old friends, and you tn sae og bp a3 I always 
thoucht there was sometliug kind and am liable in vour dispo- 


sition, wiich inclined you te: put too niet: trast in otiers. But 


: ' ‘ . ? 
fet us oy Gown and ie over your affairs; and mayhap [may 
pe abie ic give you sone advice that may be cf use to you.’ 
biaving sit down aces adam and ordered a pot of porter, the 


following diaiogue tock place betweeu them, 

Join Bull. Sad changes, Richard; sad changes in eld 
England since you le! ‘tit, We vere then, you know, recovering 
from the effects of our foolish and wicked war against America: 
for, though cur debt incurred im that war was censiderable, 
yet our resources aud our industry were creat; the taxes were 


3 tae 


notinuch feli; and for six or seven years | ifler Myr. Pitt became 
Minister Encland was certainly one ci the happiest countries 
inthe world. But there is app: treatly something latoxicating in 
the possession ef power ; for Pitt, wire undoubis ediy cane into 


Hower With ecod intentions, secon forget all the liberal princl- 
pies be had previously professed. '. You KnOW | ie tried to cet us 
into a quarre! with the Spaniards about Nootka Sound, and 
es | ne wanted ia coerce old cd Cadets oi Russia about the 
possession of Czecow; and inthese his two juvenile essays he 
contin d to throw away betweer®three and four millions of our 
rroney, 


Richard. | semember it, perfectly, Jolin; and T prophesied 
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atthe tree, that if he coatinued niinister, he would not lous 
Want a pictence for plunging the pation “ ito a war wh some- 
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.? . 5 » it te Fa ie es 4 ay Gases Btn) } 
really put i possession of their constintional nan! of eb Ising 
, on ; : Ce pen coh ib] 
Vicar Pepyeoethiduve , ese Saisie bey PCeSVII aves Pride pass ipa 
rot chuse that a man of so lithe talent as he realis possessed 


should continue fo be uniter of a greatand pewerlur country ; 
[ ? 
ana— 

Jolin Luli. Pardon nie, Ric errupling you 


i 
Lat L never before heard it disuated that lie possessed arcat 
Gili BeVer weiOre eaiG at QIseraeea Liidi aie PRISSCSSLE gica 


Laieaiits, 


, ’ 7 
byeayet faye 4 
aranire, BN\S pike 


j>, Hi y=? | * ter f a % 7 3 ; yrrem ern? ae “e a ~ 1 ft 
Pichard. VN hv, qaa' COO ‘ Pri th “9 4 qaeee fiat at 13.35 meen the 
fashion, even for tits opponents to ses toot he wad great talents; 


J : H re ee 29 3 te . pas : Pe : ‘ 
buf where is the proof of i? By sour works ye shall be 


seoun. Weil, judge Adin by his worries, and where do they 
SHOW any wert Of talents? “Palents, inceed ! Why, the veriest 


taae 
Hiroveh feos hands, would fiave beep eried up 
fuients. 


drivetler, having the disposal of the immense sums which 3 passed 


a5 a oan of 
' . , . 
Witness ‘the hithe venenmous rettrfoceing attor 


és 
se 


: n hey, 
rs . a Ry: i el, bi t = i ' v . cant i .y ; %. a 
eercival, yithess the thick headed doctor. Nay, witness 
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Liverpool, and fais copeoune the famous cat-o*-nme-tay 
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vou ever bear ony of fhemr aceused of | ving talents? OF 
a surety, me! Bot then they have bad the fin: gering ct the 
millions saneezed from the people; and that is Guile sufficient 
to get them e@redit for ov do HM ereate? than that of Solomon. 
No, no, utterly deny that bed any faints befitting his 
station ; except, hideed, the ne of paluvering. He wasa 
vain, narraw-minded, despotic, superficial coxcomb ; little 
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without looking forward to their future COUSCGUEHCES | ail 
| ss 
mistead of guiding (he mach of events asa rman of real talents 
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would have done, he was always guided by them, and fis 
measures came hobbitey after, instead of gomy before Lke 
pioneers, for the events that were to follow. Bat, to return 
from this lene di gression tuto Which vou have drawn me. Pitt, 
shallow as he was, liad sense en ough ta see ™ at . a Reform of 
Parliament shonld really take place, it was uot likely he would 
jong remain Mivister lhe therefore yoni an apostate to 
the cause ofthe people; «a dlike atl apestafes, a most violent 
persecutor of those with whom he had formerly acted. You 
remember the trials he instituted eeamet Lierne Vecoke and 
Others ¢ 

Joka Bull. Aye; that Ido: and ikewise that had it not 
meen for Erskine (ierc’s his good health) an? en impartial jary, 
1 verily believe he would have succeeded in hanging them all, 
however Innocent. . 

Rickard, Quite true. Well, to turn away the atiention of 
the people from Reform, he chose to plunge headlong tuto a 
war with France: which be unceasingly boasted he would 
speedily bring to 2 favourable conclusion, Dy obtaining ‘ iidem- 
nity for the past, and security for the future,’ a favourite piirase 
of his, to which it is net easy to athy any ver) determinate 
meaniig. You recolect how, vear after year, he bragged and 
bullied and blustered that you were just upon the poiat of 
attaining your object: till you fought so Jeng that yeu actually 
forgat what you were fighting about; and in the mean time, 
the. shallow coxcomb sunk into his grave, heart broken at the 
failure of all his boasted schemes . leaving his country like a 
vessel tossed upon the waves in eateeuh without knowing where 
she Is, or allel way to steer for safely. But it is needless to 
remind vou of what you know so well, Let us came to the 
consequences of fits fuolish measures, Phe immense addition 
tothe debt, occasioned by his crusade against ttherty, rendered 
it impossible to continue paying the mterest except by new Issues 
offpaper. Hence the Rank stoppage and total disappearance of 
eral i. Phen although the Bank was restricted, as ie ‘called it, 
from paying is gold, it was not restricted from i suing vy aS ine 
paper as it chose: and it was condescending enough to deluge th 
whole country with its rag-money, thers by doubling the circu 


f 
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lating medium, 1 couseduence of wich prices Goupled alee, 
credit was easily chiained; and yon were the most prosperous 
set of gentlemen in the world, as lorre as the war lasted, as it 


secured to youd monopoly oi race. iiut, when the war cene- 
ed, by Lie Capribe of a si he rdiviaiuad, Agaiitsi Whom alone 
vou had lattecly been fighting;—when the “piping tines of 
“peace” returned, they somehow or other did uot bring back 


bapoidess which vou had se atten been fold was to le the 
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Vears ot ave, t that Wwe thi j tbe the epee lo WIRCE VOU Would @1ow 
them to vote for members of Partiement. 
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Be Ball ’ wut, iS if in it verv vou KS TO UTUSt DIM IN Such wn 
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important act ? 
Rickard. Younc--it undoubted 
before, allhe has to do is to chuse } 


} = 1 ‘4 7 ee 
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as it i> f } ry as £ Dctiid 
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q : is et oe as be oer ee | ee Ee ee eae 
a knave; or, supposing ati the candidates that come before 
. 4 . ' ‘ ae aa a " 4’ +, & qeay anse it 
him to be equally honest, the gencral voice of the country will 
rs . | ? = 2 “ ‘ ‘ ‘ 4 at - ? 
inform him wolinal of them is thie fiitest to be entrusted wiih so 


oo 


great a ¢ cuarge as that of makiug laws for the community, aad at 
the same time taxing their parses. Besiies, you forget that the 
proportion of these very young mea will be smaii miced, com- 
pared to the number of those who are older and have more ex- 
perience; so that, upon the whole, i thiuk that when you call 
upon a young man to risk his life in defence of his couatry and 
its laws, it woul! be extremely un — to refuse him a velce in 
the election of those who are . mate those laws. 
ae Bull. Your arzume: Ri ic hard, isstrong; and I con- 
2s ido mot see how it can ee satin factory answered: but still 
™ e are many re forse rs who ate ior co tite the elective 
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ine purpose t 
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ie fristorv of times 


Gppression, woud be to ke found only int 
past. 

John Bull. You argue this inatter so weil, Mr. Richard, 
that itis really a pieasure to liear you. That what say you as 
io the ballot, which some ofour vi veformvers exclana agains! 
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Richard. Whi, John, here is what Tsay of it. Tfalimen 
were virtueus, 2 ballot would be an absurdity; but supposing 
even avery great proportion e! them to be vilucgus, a va'lot 
is, I think, a’ solutely necessary fo insure to every man the 
means of voting for che person he prefers. We all are, and 
while the world lasts, we must continue to be more or less de- 
pendent upon one other. “There ts a dependence of money, and 
a dependence of kindness. ‘Pwo relations may prefer difcrent 
candidates. If they voted openly, it might cause disputes and 
heartburnings between them. With the bailot, it is their own 
faultif either knows how the other voted, and thus squabbling 
is prevented. ‘Phen, a tradseman may wish to vote for a dif- 
ferent candidate than the one his rich employer votes for. Tt 
he does so, openly, he risks the loss of his employer's custom. 
Under the ‘pallot, lic issafe. ‘The same applies to farmers with 
their landlords, and to soldiers with their officers; for all 
soldiers, in a free state, are citizens also; and ought to have 
A voice in electing those who are to give the supphes for enter- 
ig into a war, or to withhold them “if they think proper. With 
the ballot, all these are safe. Witheut it, they must very often 
vote, notas they wish, but as their Superior directs. In short; 
SO long as rich people shall continue to wish to influence their 
pocrer neighbours, | look upon the ballot as being indispensable 


to secure to every one the power of voting for the candidate he 
prefers. 


Jol ‘2 Bull. 


{ must say I think you are perfectly right ; for 
U confess that if one of my clerks was to go and vote openly 
fora candidate of whom I disapproved, | think I should not 
be well pleased with him; and then again, if | were to go and 
vote plump against the friend of my rich neighbour, the Nabob 
as we call him, I expect that we should have to hop without 
his custom in future. 

Richard. No doubt of tt, its to the silly objection that is often 
made to universal suffrage, thatit should have the effect of fit. 
ling the House of Comnions with low, turbulent demagogues, 
itisa mere bugbear. Even with the ballot and universal suf- 
frage, property willalways have a considerable influence ; 


; only, 
a wealthy fool would ave less chance of being chosen, 


than a 
seusible man of less wealth ; and even grantii: z that some tur- 


bident demagoenes should be elected, Pam of opinion thata 
fai ir proporti on ot thea would not only do po harm, bet would 
be useful in the honewrable house, by cailtug its 
subjects which might otherwise ¢ — iis notiee. 
Join Bull. Well, but Richard ; 
the elections renewed ? 
would be often enough. 


Richard, This question, John, 


attention to 


how often would you have 
Don't you think once in three years 


shall answer by another. 
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You at present employ in your counting-house a great number 
of clerks, in all of whom you have confidence! Suppose vou 
found reason to suspect ove of them. How should you bke to 
be compeiied to continue him in your service for three vears 
certain. : 

John Bull, Not well, Lerant you; because then, | should 
have no control over him while the three years lasted. 

Richard. Precisely so. No more vou would, over your 
three years re — if vour clerk displeases, vou disiniss 
himat once; butif your triennial representative should prove 
himself ever so unworthy of the trust you have reposed in fitm, 
there he is, in spite of you, tll the tliree years are out. The 
House of Commons used formeriy to be very fond of calling 
themselves the stewards of the people ; though of late, for 
what reason I don’t know, they have said very little about their 
stewardshi:. You have an estate down in Kent, and your 
steward acts carefu! ly and honestly by you, because he knows 
that his continuing in his situation depends upon your being sa- 
tistied with his conduct. Suppose you were foolish enough to 
appoint him for three years certain, and at the same time, to de- 
prive yourself of all control over bis management or his ex- 
penditure? Ls it likely that he would continue to be as careful 
and honestas heis at present; and would you not richly de- 
serve a place in bedlam ? 

John Bult, Why there is a good deal in what vou say. But 
pray, how long then would you appoint them for ? 

Richard. For the shortest period consistent with the proper 
discharge of the trust confided tothem; say, one year. If at 
the end of the year, I was satistied with their conduct, | would 
re-elect them; if not, lL wou'd reject them. But trust me, if 
the elections were annual, andi sour first choice had been ju- 
diciously made, the rejections would be very few ; because, your 
representatives ‘knowing they were to face you at ‘the end of the 
year, would take care to act so as to insure your approbation. 

John Bult. But, Richard; b have otten heaid it said that a 
man would require to be a year inthe house, before he could 
thoroughly understand its forms and manners of proceeding 1 

Richard. Siliy nonsense! A man must be a most egregious 
blockhead, who, at theend of a week, does not understand all 
that is necessary of their forms; and besides vou forge! that 
the ia rtion of new embers will, most likely be always very 
small, and of course, they will have the benefit of the experi- 
ence of the olderenes Those who start this stupid ob jection 
proceed upon the supposition that all the members are to be 
new! But ' leave youto judgeif itis not much more than pro- 


bable that the far greater proportion of them would consist of 
former members re-cleeted ? 


eile! S. 
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r r H i ; ¢ 2 , 1. ** 
Join Bult. Then, my good friend, from ail that vou have 
said, it appears that you approve of the plan recommended by 


theold Major, im his bill; that is to say, Universal Su firaye aud 


Annual Elections by Ballot ? 

Richard, Most undoubtedly I do, and Lam proud of having 
been born in the same country with the veniicihde: Cartwrignt, 
whospent along and laborious life in endeavouring to procwe 
these blessings for his countrvmen. “Phe Tory jaction may 
ubuse, audthe Whig faction may sneer atthe worthy Major ; 
but real patriots will cdmire him, and posterity will do hin jus- 
tice, when the leaders of Goth these venai factions shall, as one 
of your poets says be forgotten as fools, or remembered as 
worse.” b don't sey that L would adopt allthe heads of the 
Major’s Bil, beeause F think it might be rendered still shorter 
and plainer; bat, to the principles of if, T would stick to the 
best ; be Ing incontrovertib ly those which alone can give to ine 
g: land ay prospect of enjoynag that pleaiy, prosperity and hap- 
piness, which, undera really representative Goverument sie 
Wiust unquestionabiv possess. 

John Bull. Excuse me, friend Richard, but U hed forgotten 
one thing Our elections at present, are too often scenes of 
drunkenness, rioting quarreling, and breaking of heads. Now, 


9 
i 

! 
- 


hy having them aniually, tastead of ence in five or six years as 
at present, would not ail ‘thi s be greatly increased 2 

Richard. Why, Join; your question shows how little you 
have attended to the matter, Pray what is tt that causes all 
the drunkeuness aud ie which. under the present system 
so often takes place? Are they not the fruits of the mon y 
disuitbuted mm the bribery aks corruption by ihe —— Candi. 
dates, who chuse thus to Sq UA der their money for the purpose 
of obtamiug seat; well knowing that ii wil be their ew fauit 

ul they wtima’ chy sai by the transaction ? Anu principied ivi 
Gis it well worth his while to bribe perhaps two hundred elec 
tors, fora seven vears seat, who even if he had tie means, 
would not think it worth bis while to bribe, perhaps, as many 
thousands, fora one years seat. Besides, with the ballet, how 
could he be sure thaf Giose whom he had bribed, would aciual- 
Jy vote for him ; seeing that be has aotinag bat their bare word 
forit? No, no, with 2 Radical Reform, “bribery would be out 
of the question, becat use it would be absomtely useicss. “Vhe 
cause removed, the effect would cease, eke away bribery, 
aud you would mee eno more election riots. Who ever thinks 
of rioting aia meeting to ballot for militia men? Io one ; 
and yet the ese imeein Ugs al re composed of ay very large proportion 
of the identical same persons who would be called upou io vote 
atciections! At present, much time is fost, and much needless 
expense incurred in ascertaining who is entitled to vote and 
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who is not entitled ; whereas ander the reformed! system there 


would be nothing to eng except that the person tendering 
his vote was an Englishinan, eighteen years of age, and that he 
had resided for a certain period previous to the election, in the 
parish oy disirictin which his vote was tendered. ‘This could 


easily be done ata previous meeting, in the very same way that 
the mulitia jists are prepare q at nresent - SO that oO”) the ‘ti ty of 
election, there would be engi: to do but to ascertain the 
identity of the person te ndering his vete, and that his name 
stood on the Hist of voters within . 1e parish or district. Uonse- 
quently all the elections might take place on one and the same 
day, all over the country, wi ithout druntenness riot or confusion. 


John Bull, Really, my good friend, T caunot express how 
j 


; yy . ° a } a } saa 
much fam obliged to you for your kiugne-s. My poor head 
7 J 
has long been puzzied what ry think of the matter; put you 
have put it in se clear a Uht, that f am astonished now, at 
daikne he thi ! 


which TP have been so lone : roping. i now see 
cleany that without a radical reform there is no salvation for 
ol! England. 

Kiehard. None, indeed, John. Without that, you wil! con- 
tise hobbling sone: with your svsiem of temporary expedient, 
ee mast likely te machine of government willeome toa 

tand-still; acd ic. , it is much to be feared that instead of a 
neacerdle reform, you may have a stormy revolution; the result 
of which, no ene can foresee. In short fo make use of asimile- 
i suppose tee good ship the Britannia to be on her voyage to 
Cape Prosperity ; wd that by ibe mismanagement of her officers 
sie has got embayed amoune t otfeaburgh snoats ef the 
dangerous caast of Privilegeland by which she has received 


1 

' 
' i 
‘ _ r. 
aa = 


considerable damage, besides having her crew put upon short 
allowance e. Tsay, supposing ail this, whether wou dd you pre- 
fer repair’ gthe Britannia in calin weather and while ihe crew 
Were sciin tolerably gcood humour: or would you perstst in 


hoiding on sour course among shoals and breakers, bass the 
prospect Gi a storm, and with the certainty of your crew be- 
comune every day inore and more dissatisfied, . 

J. Bull. Faith, liic! ard, there is no room to hesitate. 
Most undoubtedly, T woud set about e Britannia 


i repair ine the 
| be too late ; 
,¢ 
i 


fter that, is x ou! If 
aud otheers, crew, and al H, would probably go to po 
Richard, eid as it would be with ie repairiuy of the 
Britannia, $0 it is with | ‘eform. If set t about without farther 
loss of tine, it will, in all probabilitv, be done c: Unmiy and dlis- 
passionately, and for the evident bene fit of the whele of the 
COM ID ti nily ; > Cxcept, hiceed, the very sreall number of river 
leged drones who have hitherto been benelitted | oy the distress 
of the rest, But, if it be « 


before the sterm came ons for, a 


j 
delaxed, even a very little longer, with 
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the prospect of the distressee of the industrious classes wands lit. 
creasing, F musteonfess that LP fear they will become desperate | 
and that, like the French at the beginning o of their re valition, 
they will have recourse to violence, without having any deiined 
object, or knowing exactly how far they are to go. “The conse- 
quences, as ] before said, noman can foretell; but there is but 
too much reason to fear that there woul 
and that it weuld sot end without a good deal of bloudshed. 
John Bull. T fear, indeed it weuld be as you say; bat I 
trust much to the good sense of my cou ntrymer, and to the 
increase of knowledge which has taken 
ticularly among the working classes. 
I have not alre ady exhausted your paticuce, tell me, I pray vou, 
your opinion of Peele’s bil! for the resumption of cash payme nts 
and its probable consequences 
Richard. ‘Tiat will in-as few words as lo car. Ta the 
fiist piace, as long as the war lasted, when you were almost 
enttre!y shut out from the continent, it sguitied very little what 
your circulating medium was composed of; whetber of rags, 
counters or cher: ry stones ; any thing mi short, sarees amon s 
yourselves, you had agreed should pass as money; but when a 
communication was again opened to you with the whole of the 
continent, it then became necessary {0 assimilate yeur eirculat- 
ing medium, in some degree, to that which was used by other 
nations; for thouvha famils may agree among thems elves that 
white pebbles shall pass among the m for guineas, vet when they 
go to deal with their neighbours, they will find their pebbles of 
ho use; consequently, there Was a necessliy for the resumption 
of cash payments ; or, ithe slang of the state quacks, ‘a 
healthy currency.” Weil; with a view to this, the ‘ collective 
wisdom, passed Peele’s famous bill; but ifat was possible tha 
ignorance upon apy subject could he supposed to exist 1a so 
respectable an assembly, | would say that it appears fo me they 
‘showed a total ignorance of the probable consequences of the 
measure, Thev acted Jike au eaiphic who gives a very power- 
ful, though usefal medicine te his patient without having duly 
prepared lim for its etic cts, They cid quite right in returning 
toa‘ healthy currency, but at the same time they ought toe 
have foreseen the conse quences of thelr doing so, aad to have 
provided agai inst them where they were likely to prove nayu ust ot 
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oOphressive. ney were G listinetly forewarned ‘ r Coboed, and 
mideed a much younger poli! ical economist et Ou Ic bave tole 
them thet a returi to cash payments wo tid Fammeciat ‘ely, 


cause a great drawing ln of the paper meney; ia ether words, 
that a very great diminution of the circulating medium 


» 


ed to pay their notes i godd 5 and that the uecessary cflect 


would, of course take piace, as soon as bankers should he oblig- 
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d be much suffering, 
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would be a great reductionin the price of commodities. —Seeing 
this ‘the C ollective’ ought to have provided, as an accompany- 
ment 1) Peele’s Bill, that adiuinution should take place in 
ath tases, solartes, debts and coutracts of every description, in 
proportion te the increase inthe value of thecirculating median. 
; hus SUPDOS tne that in conse uence of the rvsumption of cash 
payments, me yey Was rauisedd two fifths in value, or that sixty 
pounds had become equal to what a hundred pounds had been, 
they ought to have enacted that tie who paid 100!. in taxes 
should hencefurth pa ronly O-1.; that he who had a salary of 
2001, should in future receive on ly 1201; that be who owed a 
thousand pounds should be ciseharged of the debt on paying 
God),; thatthe farmer who lad contracted to pay 5001. a year 
for bis HaPay, should be bound to pay O! ily SOOL; ti hat the 
~ brother who had been burdened with the payment of 
,O001, to his younger brothers should have to pay only 
8 ans ; that the stockholder who. received 4001. for his  divi- 
dend should ip future receive only 2401; in other words that 
the national debt, asit is called, should be reduced froma 
thousand millions tosis hundred. ha short, they ought to have 
provided that all sums contracted to be paid, and all debt, 
whatever, or however incurred, should be paid with threedi(ths 
of the orignal pk sae sum; or whatever other preportion 
‘ the Collective’ yagi iave found fo be equivalent to the in- 
creace.t value of the circulating medium, caused by their own 
act, diminishing the quantits of it. Had this been done, the 
dveadful scenes of distress which are taking place all over the 
couatry, would mot have occurred. From the unsubstantial 
eminence of paper movey on which youlad been standing so 
long, vou would all have sunk pies asily and sociably to- 
gether to the terra firma of a haelthy currency; and all 
tho’ you would have all bave been lower than formerly, yet, 
relatively io one anothe, you would have been exactly as you 
were before. ‘Vhe misfortune of Peele’s Bill’s being without 
ail acompaniment ofthe nature | have stated, 1s that many 
nave been pulled down with violence from this paper mount, 
While others more fortunate remain on the eminence, quite re- 
xardiess of the | nisfortines of those who have fallen. For int 
stance, all who ore. in any way, paid out of ihe produce of ih 


> 
faxes, all who have but money, all aula: nis, ave fay bet. 
ter oF than mene ey were before, because while their ficomes 


are undianinished , their MOLE ones twice as a as jit former! 

did, ‘Phe stockholder is quite delighted to find that his bun- 
dred pounds purchases iwice the quantity of Rood things it 
did formerly : the anauitant of two hundred a year is 2sto nished 
to find Limself, all at once, become a rich maa, henel his 
tacome remains nominally the same: the Judges and other 
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odielal people whose pay was not long ago, auemented, 
account of the es price of provisions, find not the a 

fault with the very low prices of beef and mutton; ner have 
Phecrd it even whis lege red that any one of them has expressed 
the smallest wish that his salary should be reduced to its 
former cmeount.—All these people are quite delighted wiih 
things asthey are: but how fares it with the rest of the Com- 
munity? Eight or ten vears ago, wheat fetched, onan aver- 
ave, live pounds aquarter. At present, it averages about two. 
Consequently a lundboider who owed a debt ef a thousand 
pounds, paid the yearly interest of it, dden, with the price of 
reas GMarters ¢ - preduce of (say) two acres anda 

ali. Now, lie tras to pay for the same sim the pr ice of diwenty 
PO GUuarcers, the produce Qi hg str acres and a guar fer ! 
Gr, to state it differe: wily, fhe hes fo sci! his estate he sow 


~~ 


i! tis wheat 


4 y. v ea > _ . ‘ 5 
receives for sl# Hundred cobian niy jitc ceres, ne more than 


he vw ould have received th en for fire hundred and jiity acres 


eu 


Phe farmer is in a similar predicament. lie has, for some 
yeurs, been pas ing his re @ outoftis canital, but that cannot last 
lene, for yor core that if you co niiiue taking cut of a meal 
tub » thiow i puffing anv ‘thi Hine in, you will vers seon see the bot- 
tom of it. All tho: e who —— prine ily on agriculture 
for their support, must, of course, feel the cflects of the distres- 


ses of those who employ nei ‘Such a state of thi igs cannot 
continue long s bat, boy it Wi end, it ts not for me to sav, 
With your Parsameat, as @! present constituted, | see no pres- 
peet of permateut reugh —Vith a reformed Pailament, i have 
no doubt that, ine shortthne, means weulc be found not only 
to heal your seres, but to restore you to that state of prosperity 
and happiness, to Wleeh by your situation, sour talents and 
your Hidustrious Labits, yCu are so goabiobens ‘Ty entitled, and 
to which, for the sahe of humanity, most sincerely wish you 


YekR iui, Ven thousand thanks to von my werthy friend ,/ 
for the valuable informstion you have chen ime. Wout i to Bod 
that cur Adintsters had sg an ei Councils, and that the 
weuld fellow veuradvice! But thes could not, ifikey would; 
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ior they ore the slaves of ‘ Ps System, end must go \ ili the 
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Stream. fry oily comior! 
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sthat, i a] provabuity, & change 
Must soontake plice ; and in my op sion almost any change 
rey Bag ; rer .: 7} 

) imy earnest lope is, that by a time- 
YoasGelin we may ce saved fies Lie mangers af @ Revolu- 
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MEETINGS FOR REFORM. 


Lixcouy.—A Meeting took place at the Rein Deer, on Thursday 
week, Sir Robert Heron, Bart. in tic Chair. He rearetted that 
the Meeting had not been more numerously attended by the advo- 
cates of Reform, Sir Robert had corr esponded with those persons 
whose sentiments agreed with hisown. sir Gilbert Heathcote had 
declined to sign, beeause he should be unable to give his attend- 
ance. The hon. Mr. Pelham declined, without assigning any 
reason. Sir J. Thorold, Bart. ad@ed his name without hesitation ¢ 
but was withdrawn, as inappropriate with his office as Sheriff. 
Colonel Allix was compelled to withhold his sigsaiure, because he 
would be pre vente: d from atten ou iv the Meetin: rs b. ut nothin: r 
shou'd prevent his atteading a Co inty arth Sir Robert Heron 
said, it Was necessary the Comnty Meeting proposed wiv be 
effective in declaring the sense of th e Cou ty , and take place at a 
junctures when it would direct!) co-operaie with that of Yorkshire 
and other Couuties; for he bad been told that no less than eighteen 
Countics hat shown « determination to support the measure of 
Refern, which alone eaull save the country from ruin. Petition 
pou Petiti ion, from Cour My io County, would coinpel Ministers 
fo restore the people's privi leges : --bul if the united voces of the 

people did not prove successful, he was bopetess of amy other re- 
in edy, aid saw no prospect of the people regaining their respective 
righis. 

Coivael Jonnsowx maintained, the peopie were not represented : 
when a Parhament was diss: rived, mosily the same men were 
broucht back sgain. ite] pre sentation still ke pi in the same line of 
influence; and all the change was from Lord Joha to Lord 
Chariess; and when one went out, another of ihe same conn exion 
came in. 17 ois — vos not be conn vually the case, if the body of 
the pecnle hag the power they cught to have, to return such men 
as they knew wo sll serve them, instead of Ministerial purposes. 

“his hi a: brought the country to its present state of poverty; had 
made the necessity of Reform to be felt by tose that before could 
not see iis necessity: he knew that many now did see it in its true 

hight, as, — he (Colonel Johnson) had seen it-from his earliest 
years. Colones! Johnson then read the resolutions, which recog- 
mized the nsaal principles of Reform, in moderste terms, omitting, 
at the tostance of a resnectable farmer present, several harsh expres 
sions it. th c first resolution, A Committee was appointed to arrange 
procecdings, and corzespond with other Committees — Boston paper 

xerer.—The following potiee has been published here :— 
“ Pantramentary Reronu.—At a Meeting of the eames 
held in the City of Exeter, the 30 day of January, 1823, it was 
resolved, That from the soumber, weieht, and respectability of the 
ndividuals who aave signed the Requisition, it is highly expedient 
that it be presented to ‘the High Sheriff. That this ‘Committee do 
meet agat nb On Friuay, the aist day of February next, to fx the 
time of tts presentation ; ; and that the Chairman do communicate, 
in the mean time, with the Parliamentary Reform Committee at 
York, for the purpose of ascertaining from them, when the Meet- 
mg of that county is likely to take place. 


‘ EBRINGTON, Chairman.” 


' 
. 
rat 


2 $ Siro ° g 


‘ ma? 





ids YHE BLACK DWARF, 


‘The following has been issucd in consequence of the above :-- 
Notice is hereby g ven, that if the ensuing County Meeting shatl 
appear to be impressed with a due feeling of the wrongs of the 
Country, a Rider will be proposed, similar to that which was car- 
ried by so vast a mojority, in (he great and enlightencd County of 
Kent. fhe lines are not such that the couotry cah be satisfied 
wis a change of mea, for others whose notorious egotism has 
rendered abe sll more ediouss; and half measures will be tefi- 
nitely worse thau none. We must bave a radical—a total change, 
ut leaving all minor constderations in the present crisis, we must 
instantaneously destroy that monster, which, under the by pocritical 
juggling pame of Public Debt, is preying upou our vitals, Those 
persons who abhor the selfishness of party, will not fail to avail 
themselves of the happy epportuaity cf a County Mecting; and 
there is every reason to hope, that one or more of thegreat politt- 
eal characters that have laboured so effectually in opening the eyes 
of the nation, will assist at i. 

POETRY. 
REFLEXIONS ON A DECEASED STATESMAN, 


a 





Pale and eold on the floor, the oppressor was laid, 

And the life-stream around him had frighifully flow'd, 
Yet how little of sympathy then was display’d 

Over him who for otheis no sympathy siiew'd ! 


Mute at lent was the tougue that each crime had defended, 
That nations aod seats with like perfidy sold : 
And the hand that had signed each dark deed was extended 
And stiffj—and his heart (if he had one) was cold. 


Net a limb had been moved, but he lay as he fell, 
While the stern eye of Justice was scanuing him o’er ; 
But ’twere vain of his last frenzied action to tell 
For what’s that to the acts he’d committed before ? 


Look up starving ireland! for thou gav’est him birth, 
At thy haif-famish’d bosom, the traitor was fed ; 
Til he grew the most cold-blooded reptile on earth; 
"Tul he deain’d thy last drop—then he stung thee and fled. 


Ope thy dungeons, oh Kugland! let—let in the light 
Un the victims he sent in their damps to decay ; 

Let them look on their enemy now; and that sight 
Shall the debt of their suff'rinigs and sorrows repay. 


Ye nations around, whom he seutene’d to sicken 
Beucath a foul despotism’s poisonous breath ; 

Look up, and this sight shall your energies quicken. 
Look up, and contemplate your life in his death. 


Yes, he’s gone! like the lizht from a fen he arose, 
Cold, shiving and baleful; we know how he fell— 

And araid the dark annals of crimes and of woes, 
His name in red letiers for ages shall dwell. 
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